In experiments on the accumulation and elimination of virus particles by Pacific oysters (Crassostrea gigas), an Escherichia coli C2 bacteriophage was used as a virus model. It became necessary to quantitate low concentrations of phage present in samples of seawater, oyster shell liquor, and oyster meats and feces. Fig. 1 . It is clear that the MPN method provided additional information not attainable by the plaque method. The use of the end-point dilution method for titration of homogeneous phage and virus stock suspensions is well established. The results above indicate that this method can also be applied to quantitation of low phage levels in heterogeneous samples such as oyster shell liquor, meats, and feces.
